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Present: Madhu Gupta, Daneen Roth. Zoom: Habibah Abdul-Hakeem, Nick Fischer, Elizabeth Garcia Gonzales
Guests: Ana Tresnan               . Zoom:  City Councilor Akil Peck


Board President Daneen Roth called the meeting to order at 4:05 p.m.

The minutes of the August 19, 2025 Board meeting were accepted unanimously. Nick Fischer moved the acceptance and Habibah Abdul-Hakeem seconded the motion. 

Executive Director Madhu Gupta briefly reviewed the highlights of her report, noting the success of many programs, most notably the partnerships with the Community Center for afterschool programs and the use of the Garde Arts Center for a Children’s Museum of CT mobile planetarium project that would not fit in the Library. The second annual Beyond High School Educational Fair was well received. Teen attendance rose significantly in September. A new device-charging station was added to the Adult Reading Room through grant funding from the Chamber of Commerce of Eastern CT. The Local Author’s Fest featured 30 authors and about 70 attendees. Library Cards were issued to 84 new patrons. The new Digital Navigator is doing outreach at the Senior Center and scheduling appointments with patrons as requested. 

The annual Library Audit will begin the first week of November. To resolve continuing issues with Friends of the Library questions, it was suggested by the auditor to reach out to the former Treasurer of the Friends and determine if their bank account has been exhausted and closed. Nick Fischer moved that the name Friends of the Library be removed from several small cash accounts, with the moneys directed simply to “donations” accounts. Habibah Abdul-Hakeem seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 

A memorial plaque honoring deceased New London Firefighter Edward C. Murphy will be placed in the local history room in light of the donation to the Library in his name. The Finance Committee will determine how best to direct the bequest.

The annual Adopt a Book program will take place a bit later this year, in November, due to changes in the status of the longstanding company that has supplied shelf-ready titles in the past. 

After it was noted that Connecticut has recently recognized Diwali as a State holiday, Nick Fischer moved to make it a paid holiday for Library employees. Elizabeth Garcia Gonzales seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 

Nick Fischer moved to adjourn, seconded by Habibah Abdul-Hakeem. The motion was passed unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 4:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Daneen Roth, Acting Secretary






